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WILD DOGS 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [2.08 pm]: 
I advise the house of our government’s very significant $18.6 million budget provision for wild dog action over 
the next four years. This funding builds on the $1.7 million in 2017–18 already committed to the state’s recognised 
biosecurity groups. We recognise how serious the wild dog problem is across Western Australia. They cause an 
estimated $25 million of loss in rangeland goat and sheep production, which has an extraordinarily negative impact 
on the employment and economic future of the Murchison and the eastern goldfields. Dogs are also threatening 
the viability of some parts of the Agricultural Region. 
We are taking some immediate steps to deal with this issue. We have already allocated $2.36 million to employ eight 
additional doggers over the next three years, to work with biosecurity groups to bring dog numbers under control, 
and $90 000 for a veterinary graduate program to sterilise dogs in remote communities. We are looking at expanding 
that program, as it is an important preventive measure. We have also indicated that we will invest $1.5 million in 
a contestable cell fencing program, topped up with $2 million allocated to WA from the federal government. 
Since forming government we have seen a steady stream of industry groups and stakeholders expressing concerns 
about the former government’s wild dog action plan. There are vastly varied opinions on the best way forward—
whether we should be investing more in cell fencing, extending the state barrier fence near Esperance, spending 
more on state barrier fence repair and maintenance or looking at completely different options. That is why, this 
Friday, I am bringing together more than 80 industry and community stakeholders at our wild dog forum. 
Attendees include biosecurity groups, peak bodies, pastoralists, scientists, doggers, Indigenous community 
representatives, local and state government representatives and more. We are getting everyone around the table to 
chart how best we should spend the remaining wild dog funding. I have also invited several members of the Liberal 
and National Parties, including some members opposite, and I look forward to their attendance on Friday. I also 
look forward to their ongoing support in our fight to get a fair share of federal funding from Canberra. WA has 
received just $2 million in federal funding for wild dog control, compared with Queensland’s $12 million. We 
must all work together to have the best shot at renewing the pastoral industry in our southern rangelands. 
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